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debates is over every member of the society should 
have some definite idea on the big question. If the 
series was on the League of Nations, the debaters 
should be able to discuss intelligently whether or not 
the United States should enter the League. 

THE SOCIETY AS THE STATE LEGISLATURE 

In a year when the legislature is in session the so- 
ciety can consider itself the state legislature. Where 
you have two societies you can organize the more ma- 
ture boys of the tenth and eleventh grades into the 
senate and those of the seventh, eighth, and ninth 
grades into the house of representatives. This would 
be a novel experience to them for a while, but they 
would soon take hold of the situation and make it a 
reality. At this time the organization and operation 
of the state legislature could be taught to the mem- 
bers, and it would make an indelible impression on 
them. The legislature could legislate for the county 
in which the school is located. A good docket would 
be ten subjects discussed and debated in the North 
Carolina Club at the University the past spring. Bills 
for the home county could be framed on these subjects. 
The North Carolina Y 'ear-Book could be used as a 
good source of information. After about ten or twelve 
weeks of the legislature, the society members would 
have a good knowledge of the organization and opera- 
tion of the state legislature ; they would know a great 
deal about the problems and needs of their home 
county; and the main purpose of the literary society 
would be accomplished in a very practicable style. 

AS THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

This year the societies could be organized into the 
Congress of the United States. The legislature will 
not be in session and a Congress would probably have 
more reality to it than the legislature. In this organi- 
zation the operation of the United States Congress 
could be taught with a realistic touch. Legislation 
that would familiarize them with the constitution of 
the United States would be introduced. A constitu- 
tional amendment could be proposed ; war declared on 
Mexico; peace terms drawn up, etc. A program of 
this nature would serve a two-fold purpose: (1) it 
would give practice in debating and public speaking, 
and (2) it would teach history and civics. 

CORRELATION WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES 

The societies can be made an aid to the English 
work by teaching the members of use of correct Eng- 
lish in their speeches. The English teacher should 
assign themes and allow the students to select their 



own subject. This would encourage them to use the 
facts they learn in working up their debates, and it 
would keep them from going to encyclopedias and 
reference books to copy their themes. 

The high school literary society should be made a 
very practical organization. It should not be con- 
ducted in a manner that will leave the impression 
that its work is isolated and can be used but once a 
week. The subject matter taught in the class-room is 
necessarylor effective debating. Why not make this 
practical application of it show the students the rela- 
tion between their class-room work and outside activ- 
ities ? 



TEACHER TRAINING AT WAKELON 

THE organization of a teacher training depart- 
ment at Wakelon high school is another step the 
Wake county education department has taken for 
better trained teachers in the rural schools of the 
county. The teacher training department was organ- 
ized by County Superintendent John C. Lockhart 
and Professor J. Henry Highsmith, of the State Board 
of Examiners and Institute Conductors. 

In establishing this teacher training department at 
the Wakelon high school the Wake county educational 
authorities expect the new adventure to be one of the 
biggest training centers for rural teachers in North 
Carolina. Situated in close touch with five counties, 
the school probably will be used by rural teachers 
from Wake, Johnston, Franklin, Nash and Wilson 
counties. 

Provision for a definite plan of teacher training 
was made by the 1919 General Assembly through an 
appropriation from the public school fund of $50,000, 
and the State Board of Examiners will undertake the 
organization of similar departments in every county 
in the State. The department at Wakelon is probably 
the first one organized in North Carolina. 

The course of training at the Wakelon school ex- 
tends over a period of two hours daily instruction in 
addition to observation and practice teaching. Stu- 
dents in. the eleventh grade are to be given the course, 
which is elective. 

Miss Annie Holford has charge of the course of 
instruction in the primary grades; Miss Mamie Ed- 
wards will conduct classes in review of grammar grade 
subjects, and Principal R. E. Sentell will give a course 
in school law and theory and practice of teaching. 
Misses Holford and Edwards and Mr. Sentell are 
members of the Wakelon high school faculty. — The 
News and Observer. 



